Proc. roy. Soc. Med. Volume 70 January 1977 are that the new writing, revision, re-editing and reindexing confirms an excellent prognosis and prolonged survival. To pathologists who have been weaned on 'Systemic Pathology', here is the first course of another substantial meal, to which we invite all our clinical colleagues and inquisitive students, confident that they also will be satisfied and will come back for more. The past ten to fifteen years has seen an astonishing explosion in our knowledge of immunology and *disturbances of immune mechanisms. Primary immunopathological mechanisms are being invoked with increasing frequency either as the prime or important contributory factor in the pathogenesis of a variety of diseases, many of which affect the gastrointestinal tract and liver. Although many questions remain unanswered there is a vast amount of information available and it is fitting that this volume has set out to review this data and put it in perspective. The first two chapters deal with the normal immune apparatus ofthe gastrointestinal tract, then follow chapters on the gastrointestinal tract in immune deficiency states and its response to enteric infection and immunization. Further chapters then deal with specific diseases, such as ceeliac disease and inflammatory bowel disease. Subsequent chapters discuss immune mechanisms which can occur in the liver and the importance of immune disturbance in the pathogenesis of various liver disorders.
It would be invidious to pick out any individual chapters; let it merely be said that Dr Ferguson and Dr MacSween are to be congratulated on persuading such a talented international team to contribute to this well planned and clear accountit can even be understood by one who qualified long before most of these concepts were in vogue! Anybody who is interested in gastroenterology, or for that matter immunology or general medicine, should have access to this volume and I would hope most libraries will buy it. It is a pleasure to welcome this new volume which will surely become the standard text on the subject. North-Holland 1976 These are the proceedings of a symposium which took place in London ten years after the symposium on 'Preimplantation Stages of Pregnancy'. The more recent meeting, by considering the postimplantation period, reflects the shift of emphasis which has occurred in experimental mammalian embryology. Although the experimental analysis of this period is a tougher proposition technically, it is much needed, not only because of its intrinsic interest, but because at this time the basic architecture of the individual is established and the embryo becomes particularly susceptible to teratogens. This international gathering of experts drawn from a variety of disciplines has demonstrated how, by microsurgery, culture systems, autoradiography, electrophoretic enzyme techniques, transplantation experiments, immunological and other techniques, the implanted embryo is now more accessible to experimental analysis. Growth regulation, gene expression, immunological differentiation and cell surface interactions in early embryos are all considered.
Although the experiments reported in the thirteen presentations and discussed after each paper, as well as in three general discussion sessions, referred to work on laboratory mammals and some on avian and amphibian material, the human embryo and its problems were kept in mind. Thus the book will be of considerable interest to all biomedical scientists working on prenatal development and teratology. At times this book is colloquial, at the level of school children: 'the simplest aspects of electricity were observed by the ancient Greeks. One is called static electricity; when amber is rubbed it attracts small things. The Greeks did not think of this as electricity but they puzzled over this strange ac-tion' and probably the authors forgot that elektron means amber in Greek. Only occasionally the terminology becomes more complex. Some of the descriptions are outmoded with diagrams of triodes or double triodes, no longer used in EEG instrumentation for many years. On page 27, for example, in the section of 'tubes' (valves) and transistors, most of the page is devoted to valves and very little is said about transistors and their properties. The discussion on 'time constant' is confusing because it is based on indications from the knobs of a single commercial EEG apparatus rather than emphasizing time values. On page 36 the authors state: 'the use of 1 Hertz is a satisfactory compromise for the great majority of recordings and gives a time constant of about 0-12 seconds'. Of course this is a common practice in many of the poorly informed EEG Departments in the USA and it is one of the main causes of failure to recognize the location of rapidly expanding intracerebral lesions with such a short time constant! It is refreshing however to see that the two authors encourage the utilization not only of bipolar but also of monopolar (common reference) techniques.
There is a large amount of illustration of EEG features, some with sixteen channels and others with eight channels equipment and many of the figures are useful in a teaching book of this kind. The very brief chapter on 'troubleshooting' is puzzling and Appendices 1, 2 and 3 represent, like most of this book, the practice of two centres in Florida, expressed in somewhat dogmatic simplicity to their own technologists. G This book on examinations in medicine was written because of the numerous requests for advice and help that the authors, as recognized authorities, constantly receive. If any experienced examiner imagines that he has little to learn about examining in medicine he should read this book. If any critic of the concept of examinations does not read this book he will find himself firmly challenged by those who are well briefed by having done so. If any newly-appointed examiner is to give to his responsibilities, that may well spread over many years, the serious attention that they deserve, he should certainly be familiar with this book and the technical matter that it contains. If any medical school, new or established, is examining their assessment procedures this book will be invaluable to them.
The authors are sensible as well as wellinformed men. They see the need for assessment and regard it as part of education, but they also question closely the validity of examination methods and the actual areas that they cover.
The chapter on multiple choice questions (MCQ) is a clear and detailed discussion of the ability of this technique to test cognition, and describes the various types of MCQ in current use as well as those used in the past.
The difficult area of assessing professional attitudes, where the affective reaction of examiners as well as examinees is under scrutiny, is here most interestingly discussed, and in relation to it, the value of continuous assessment is stressed. No feature of the examination processes escapes critical examination, and this applies strongly both to the oral and conventional clinical components. The chapters on scoring and the analysis of results are full of meat, as are the appendices, but the book is not all proteina touch of sugar and cream are also provided. Questions like 'Why are higher marks given by examiners in orals before lunch than after breakfast?' are posed but not answered, or 'Does your co-examinernever of course yourselfhave an atavistic or a Sir Galahad reaction to female victims?'. The authors do not, however, ask whether the attitude of female examiners is feminist or feminine. Omissions, however, are not a feature of this valuable and remarkably low-priced book. JOHN mostly in extreme detail and provides an excellent up-to-date account of ion transport particularly related to the intestine. It has the additional feature that some papers describe transport processes in the kidney and thus they can be easily compared with their intestinal counterparts. Overall the standard of contributions is excellent and unlike the proceedings of many symposia, the manuscripts are easily understood and the discussion easy to follow. One criticism is that certain figures are rather difficult to understand, partly because of poor reproduction and, in addition, certain papers are unaccompanied by figures, which presumably was not the original intention of the author.
